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Thank you to all who participated in our Thanksgiving Potluck Luncheon! One of
our favorite annual traditions, this is a wonderful opportunity to see everyone, to
get students, faculty, volunteers, staff and tutors together for the holidays. We
enjoyed foods from around the world, made from traditional Thanksgiving ingredients. We look forward to seeing everyone at our annual International Potluck in
June!

A Word from the Executive Director
Dear Literacy Volunteer Friends,
I hope that you all had wonderful holidays
and are now enjoying our relatively mild
winter (let’s hope it stays this way)…
Here at Literacy Volunteers it has been a
busy few months. We welcomed Terry
Curtin back as the interim Literacy Academy coordinator and are so
pleased to announce that Lea Deschenes began as our new permanent coordinator at the end of December.
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Tutor Training—January 2016
We are thrilled to welcome nine newly trained tutors to the Literacy
Volunteers family! This group brought a wealth of knowledge and insight that made for a dynamic and engaging training experience.
They look forward to working with students hailing from Brazil, China,
Colombia, Dominican Republic, Haiti and South Korea.
Congratulations, tutors -- and congratulations to Sara on her first tutor
training!

On the fundraising front, our Annual Appeal was sent out in December. Thank you to those who already donated. If you haven’t donated yet, it is not too late. Please visit www.lvgw.org to donate online,
or mail a check to the main office at 3 Salem Square, Suite 332,
Worcester, MA 01608. All donations are greatly appreciated.
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We are now gearing up for not one but TWO fundraising events in
the upcoming months.
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- Our tried and true Scrabble Scrimmage will be held on Sunday,
March 20, 2016 at the beautiful Megaron Hall at Worcester Academy. As usual, the evening will feature a cash bar, a buffet dinner (we
are going with Italian food this year), prizes, and raffles. Please note:
there will be no auction at THIS event because this is being saved for
our BIGGEST fundraiser yet:
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Stay Connected and Find out About Upcoming Events

Dates to Remember
February
15th Office Closed: Presidents Day

March
20th Scrabble Scrimmage Fundraiser

April
11th Winter Semester Ends
18th Office Closed: Patriots Day

May
1st
9th
9th
10th
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Annual Testing of all Tutoring Students Begins
Spring Semester Begins
Taste the World with Literacy Volunteers Fundraiser

- Taste the World with Literacy Volunteers, an international food
tour of Worcester, to be held at Mechanics Hall on the evening of
May 9, 2016. This trademark event will combine the best of Worcester’s ethnic restaurant scene with both silent and live auctions. Some
of our students will be on hand to speak about food in their cultures
and share their unique stories with us. We are most grateful to Mechanics Hall for enabling us to hold this event in the historic Washburn Hall during an especially busy time of year.
As always, we need volunteers to help us organize these big events.
If you are able to help prior to an event or the day of, please contact
the office at 508-754-8056 and we’ll be sure to find a job for you.
We hope that you will join us at both of these special events as we
raise money to support our mission of providing adults with the English language skills they need to thrive in our community.
We look forward to seeing you all there!

Tutor Training Begins

3 Salem Square Suite 332, Worcester, MA 01608 ● 90 Madison Street Suite 303A Worcester, MA 01608
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Standing, from left, are Dennis Lindenberg, Althea O'Donnell, Sandy
Caldwell, John Orrell, Robin Hamilton, Paula Guerin-Howard, Adrian
Koren and Melissa Cohen. Seated are Eve Rifkah and Sara Schweiger,
Literacy Volunteers' director of education.

New Tutor Training
May 10, 12, 17, 19, 24, and 26, 2016
6-9 pm
Volunteer 2 hours a week
Share conversation and American culture
Make a difference in someone’s life
The need for tutors is always growing,
and we’d love to have some new volunteers as part of our organization!
To register for this session, please
contact Sara Schweiger,
the Director of Education,
at 508-754-8056 or
email info@lvgw.org

International Cookbook

Thank You to All Our Donors (November 2015 - January 2016)

We’ve been collecting recipes for a while now, but we need more to make this fundraiser a success! We’re looking for recipes that reflect our diverse student population. Tutors and teachers,
please work with your students on this. The more recipes we get, the better the book will be. If
you’d like to contribute, please email your recipe to Melissa at mcohen@lvgw.org or stop in either office to pick up a blank submission form that you can fill out and return.
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Webster Five Foundation
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Greater Worcester Community
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Welcome Lea Deschenes, Literacy Academy Coordinator
Lea Deschenes joined our team earlier this month as our new Literacy Academy Coordinator. In addition to her passion for writing and helping others, Lea brings a wealth of technical knowledge to
our organization, and we’re thrilled to have her on-board. Lea loves language and hopes to share
her passion for communication with others through the Literacy Academy and Literacy Volunteers.
She believes every human being deserves to be treated with respect and dignity. By helping people
acquire the tools to fully express themselves to the people around them, she hopes to foster mutual
understanding, tolerance and the potential for growth.
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Lea currently serves as the creative director of Damfino Press, LLC. and holds an MFA in Poetry from
New England College. She has been writing and performing poetry for over twenty years, including
two full-length collections: The Constant Velocity of Trains (Write Bloody Publishing)
and Crocus (forthcoming) and she co-edited the anthology Knocking at the Door (Birch Bench Press).

A Note From the Director of Education: Sara Schweiger
What a busy few months it's been! First and foremost, I had the pleasure of leading my first ESL tutor training in January, and it was so enjoyable! This was something for which I was expecting to train later this year,
but over the fall I decided that I really wanted to do it sooner. My liaison at Literacy Volunteers of Massachusetts graciously arranged for an accelerated training in December, and I spent two days learning the ropes in
LVM's scenic Faneuil Hall offices. In January, I put what I learned into action with a great group of tutor trainees.
Our next tutor training is planned for six consecutive Tuesday and Thursday evenings beginning May 10. Applications have been rolling in, but several spots do remain. If you or anyone you know is interested in becoming a Literacy Volunteers tutor, please let me know. Our waiting list shrinks with each new batch of tutors, but how quickly it re-grows!
I continue to be amazed and gratified by the selfless contributions of Literacy Volunteers tutors who, despite their busy schedules, devote
two hours or more a week to an English language learner in need. Hats off to all of you, not to mention those who work with multiple students and the ones who offer lend a hand or an ear during a student’s time of need.
I am equally amazed by our students’ resilience, confidence and commitment. Think of the student who balances a job and a family while
also learning English, either in one-on-one sessions, classes or both! Imagine the pride a student feels when he finally “gets” a concept,
when she finally is able to carry on a conversation from which she previously shied away. And imagine the pride I feel when I see a student’s writing, be it the clever fables penned by an Albanian man or the art-inspired piece penned by a Chinese woman (see Page 3 of this
newsletter). Truly great work!

If you’d like to be a part of planning this exciting event, we’d love to have you as part of our
committee! Please contact Melissa at 508-754-8056 or mcohen@lvgw.org or stop by the office
for more information.

Our winter semester is underway with seven classes in the library and 11 at the satellite. Our current schedule features the addition of a
couple of high beginner classes, an advanced class, some reworked course descriptions and a couple of new time slots.
It's been a season of change, and I’m excited to see what the next few months bring!
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Mission Moment: Learning the Writing Process
Marjorie Glaser and her student Yuanyuan Deng.
This is a description of Picasso's painting "Three Musicians."
We’re so proud of Yuanyuan’s work!

What’s Going On With All That Music?
It was the last day of summer and John couldn’t be happier.
He had finished all his exams, so why not have some fun?
After checking out his university calendar he called his roommate to ask him if he’d like to see the musical playing this
afternoon on campus.
John saw the theater was more crowded than usual. Even the
wooden steps were full of people. John was glad he’d arrived
early and held two seats. Soon, the music started and the
curtain opened. Three musicians in bizarre costumes came
into sight. The audience stared at them with wide-open and
puzzled eyes. The violin player was dressed like a clown in a costume covered with red and yellow triangles. Next to him
was Pierrot dressed in white, playing a clarinet. The third figure was dressed in a monk’s brown robe, holding an accordion
in one hand. John scratched his head. He had no idea what was going on but it sure sounded good.
Gradually, the melody ran from slow to fast with rises and falls, like a flock of birds singing and flying in a forest. The performer changed the expressions on their faces, exaggerating according ot the music, sometimes grinnig wickedly or sometimes smirking smugly. During the climax of the music, one of the players even threw out the score and played with abandon. John thought the bright and enthusiastic music showed happiness and pleasure like you’d hear at joyful festivals.
Finally, John seemed to understand the music and costumes. This was a celebration of the end of finals. The music
matched the mood. John and his roommate really enjoyed the afternoon.

Mission Moment: Working
Toward Our Careers Together
Nicole Benjamin and her student Saba Salem.
My name is Nicole and I’ve been working with Saba for a year. Coming to
the United States from Iraq seven years ago, Saba has earned her high
school diploma and was accepted into the Medical Assistant program at
Job Corps over the summer. Saba is one of the most caring people I’ve
met; her face will literally light up when she can help someone and she’s
very dedicated to her friends and family.

Saba Salem and Nicole Benjamin

Working with Saba helped me discover my love for teaching, and I’ve since earned my certification to teach English as a Second Language and am pursuing a graduate degree in education. Saba and I have really grown together -- I see her English
improving on a regular basis and she’s been supportive of me as I learn how to become a teacher. Literacy Volunteers has
not only opened up a new career path for me, but has also introduced me to a great friend.
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